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October 28, 2025
BC SOCIAL WORKERS CALL OUT RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL DENIALISM

The BC Association of Social Workers stands with the large majority of Members of BC’s Legislative Assembly who opposed a bill that would prohibit publicly funded employees in schools and other public bodies from making Indigenous land acknowledgements.

“The bill presented by OneBC’s Dallas Brodie, MLA for Vancouver-Quilchena, is offensive and reeks of racism” said Ferne Strain, a board member of the BC Association of Social Workers. “Indigenous people and those working for reconciliation must push back against attempts to erase the history of colonization in BC.”

Recently, in the Legislative Assembly, Brodie said she introduced the bill to stop acknowledgements “that deny the sovereignty of the Crown within British Columbia or that attribute collective guilt to individuals based on race, ancestry or the actions of Canadian historical figures”.

“Social workers have formally acknowledged our role in colonization, and we work for social justice through reconciliation every day” said BCASW president Phil Mach, CD, MSW, RCSW. “It is ludicrous to say that these lands were “untamed” at first contact and to ignore the fact that none of the land is ceded by Indigenous first inhabitants.”

MLA Brodie has a history of denialism and was expelled from the BC Conservative party for her belittling comments regarding testimony from former residential school students. Four other MLAs supported Brodie’s bill while 85 MLAs opposed the proposed Land Acknowledgement Prohibition Act.

“It has been ten years since the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) reported on their investigation into the legacy of Canada's residential school system and documented the abuses that occurred” said BCASW Executive Director Chelsea Minhas. “Social workers support the TRC calls to action for more public education material and programming on residential schools to combat the kind of denialism Brodie’s bill represents.”

The BCASW encourages our members, our partners, and our communities to speak up on this topic. Our voices, your voices, they matter.
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